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Data concerning heart (HT) transplantation (TX) in the United States can be gleaned from the Organ Procurement and Transplantation Network and Scientific Registry of Transplant Recipients. The number of candidates actively listed for HT TX declined 32% over the past decade, however, rose 20% from 2007 to 2008. There continues to be an increase in listed candidates with the diagnoses of congenital heart disease or retransplantation. The proportion of patients listed as Status 1A and 1B continues to increase with a decline in Status 2 listings. Waiting list mortality has decreased, with a more marked decline for status 1A and 1B candidates since the change in allocation in July 2006 to favor Zone A 1A and 1B candidates over local Status 2 candidates. Although overall HT TX numbers have varied only 10% in the past decade, an increased proportion have been done in infants and patients above 65 years. Despite an increased number of recipients being Status 1A and 1B at TX, posttransplant survival has continued to improve. Marked disparities, however, persist in heart transplants per million population, deaths on the waiting list, and donor heart utilization among states and regions, which require further study and attention. In addition, due to the increased percentage of patients on ventricular assist devices prior to TX, more detailed data concerning these patients are needed to develop a heart allocation policy that goes beyond status to better reflect waitlist mortality and posttransplant benefit. 

